[image: image1.png]ArsViva/

Symphony Orchestra




Alan Heatherington, Music Director

P R E S S   R E L E A S E

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARS VIVA PLAYS TO ITS STRENGTHS IN NEW SEASON

Skokie, IL.  July 15, 2009:  Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra announces its new season of five concerts which play to its strengths.  Ars Viva has found a winning formula for its renowned concerts: Maestro Heatherington artfully mixes familiar music with the less familiar and then uses some of the best musicians in Chicago to perform them.  This year’s new season will continue the outstanding performances audiences and critics now expect.  John von Rhein of the Chicago Tribune said in April 2009, “Heatherington knows precisely what he wants and has the leadership skills to bring his musical ideas alive through a solid ensemble that includes numerous Chicago Symphony players in key positions. And he brings his audience repertory they can't hear anywhere else, certainly not at this level.”  

All concerts are presented at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie.  This Ars Viva season will bring back some favorite soloists and introduce one very new one.  

The season opens on October 25, 2009 with an all-Mendelssohn program.  “We will bask in the great masterworks of Mendelssohn as we present the ever-popular first piano concerto and also the rarely heard symphony from Mendelssohn’s monumental Hymn of Praise, the St. Paul Overture and his Symphony No. 2 in B-flat to celebrate the bicentennial of his birth” says Heatherington.  

Our soloist, Elizabeth Joy Roe, first appeared with Ars Viva as winner of the Steinway Competition ten years ago and has gone on to establish a brilliant performance career.

On November 15th, Ars Viva will continue with another single-composer concert, this time featuring the works of Brahms.  Our soloist, Ilya Kaler, is no stranger to Ars Viva, often playing as a member of the orchestra and having been a soloist twice before.  He returns to our stage this time playing the Brahms Violin Concerto in D.  Kaler is the only violinist to win Gold Medals at all three highly prestigious competitions: the International Tchaikovsky Competition ; the Sibelius; and the Paganini.
On January 10th audiences will be treated to less familiar music as Ars Viva presents the colorful music of Richard Rodney Bennet, Respighi, Kodaly and Ravel traversing the music of England, Italy, Hungary and France.

--more--

Sunday, February 28th will bring the music of Norway, Denmark and Finland as Ars Viva again brings back local favorite, Yang Liu to play the rarely heard Nielsen Violin Concerto 
which is paired with Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite 1 and Sibelius’ richly rewarding Symphony No. 3 in C.

The final concert of the season on May 2nd will feature the first winner of a new concerto competition organized by Ars Viva and the Music Institute of Chicago.   Audiences will be dazzled by the talent of a young aspiring musician who wins this competition.  For the season finale piece, we return to the work that triumphantly concluded the very first Ars Viva season in the North Shore Center, Brahms Symphony No. 1.

Family-friendly concerts:  Not only does Ars Viva present outstanding concerts but the orchestra is becoming known for its visionary outreach program, Music for Life.  Ars Viva believes that concerts should be family affairs.  Working in partnership with the Music Institute of Chicago, the orchestra has come up with an innovative concert experience from which everybody benefits. Children, ages 4 to 10, are invited to come to our concerts with their parents at no charge.  They listen to the first piece on the program with their parents and are then escorted by music educators from the Music Institute to classrooms in the building for entertaining music education sessions. Their parents experience the remainder of the concert with the satisfaction of knowing their kids are learning about the same music Mom and Dad are listening to. “I cannot think of a better way to structure an event; the kids are happy, the parents are happy, and I love it that the repertoire is regular grownup music” said parent and professional singer, Julia Bentley.    This program is offered at each of our five subscription concerts.

 All performances are on Sundays at 4:30 PM and Subscription Packages are now available at the NSCPAS Box Office: 847-673-6300 or online at www.arsviva.org.  Remaining single tickets for all concerts will go on sale on August 1.  Seat prices run from $44 - $70 with discount for seniors and youth.  The North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie is located at 9501 Skokie Boulevard. Ample free parking is available and the building is handicap accessible.

A complete list of 2009-2010 season repertoire, performance dates and times is attached.  Downloadable photos are available on our web site.

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE FOR AN INTERVIEW, CONTACT:
Gayle Heatherington, mcitours@aol.com
(847) 615-1811; (224) 383-4164 (cell)

www.arsviva.org
Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra

1560 Rudd Court

Libertyville, IL  60048


###

ARS VIVA 2009-2010 CONCERT SEASON

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2009  4:30pm

MENDELSSOHN

Conductor:  Alan Heatherington

Mendelssohn:  Piano Concerto No. 1 in g minor
Soloist:  Elizabeth Joy Roe

Mendelssohn:  Symphony No. 2 in B-flat

Mendelssohn:  St Paul Overture

Mendelssohn:  Symphony No. 5 in d minor (Reformation)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2009  4:30pm

BRAHMS

Conductor:  Alan Heatherington

Brahms:  Variations on a Theme by Haydn

Brahms:  Violin Concerto in D



Soloist:  Ilya Kaler

Brahms:  Symphony No. 3 in F

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2010  4:30PM

Music of England, Italy, Hungary and France

EUROPEAN VOYAGE

Conductor:  Alan Heatherington

Bennett:  Partita

Respighi:  Botticelli Triptych

Kodaly:  Summer Evening

Ravel:  Le Tombeau de Couperin

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2010   4:30pm

Music of Norway, Denmark and Finaland

NORDIC WARMTH

Conductor:  Alan Heatherington

Grieg:  Peer Gynt Suite 1

Nielsen:  Violin Concerto



Soloist:  Yang Liu

Silbelius:  Symphony No. 3 in C

SUNDAY, MAY 2, 2010   4:30pm

YOUNG ARTIST SHOWCASE

Conductor:  Alan Heatherington

Corigliano:  To Music

Concerto TBA:  Music Institute of Chicago Competition Winner

Brahms:  Symphony No. 1 in c minor

