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March 29, 2010
ARS VIVA FEATURES CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNER
Skokie, IL. :  The Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra and Music Director Alan Heatherington welcome 18 year old violist Matthew Lipman, winner of a first annual Music Institute of Chicago Concerto Competition, to our stage to perform William Walton’s Concerto for Viola and Orchestra on May 2nd at 4:30 p.m. at the North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie.    Ars Viva, in collaboration with the Music Institute of Chicago, offers this rare opportunity for a gifted young musician to perform a complete concerto on one of its subscription concerts – an opportunity of a lifetime and a special treat of our audience.
Also on this program we continue the theme of “firsts,” performing the work that triumphantly concluded the first Ars Viva season in the North Shore Center in 1997, Brahms’ powerfully moving first symphony.  Opening the concert is an engaging homage to music by former Chicago Symphony Orchestra composer-in-residence, John Corigliano.
Sunday, May 2, 2010 at 4:30pm

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie, 9501 Skokie Boulevard, Skokie. 
John Corigliano:
To Music
William Walton:

Concerto for Viola and Orchestra (Matthew Lipman, viola )
JohannesBrahms:
Symphony No. 1 in c minor
MIC YOUNG ARTIST CONCERTO AND ARIA COMPETITION

The competition was open to students studying at the Music Institute of Chicago and nearly 30 applicants ranging in age from 11 to 18 competed for the prize.   Maestro Heatherington was one of the judges for the final round of the competition along with Ars Viva concertmaster, David Taylor and principal cellist, Gary Stucka.  Heatherington commented, “Each finalist performed a complete solo concerto at an extraordinarily high level of accomplishment. The winner, Matthew Lipman, distinguished himself both by the excellence of his playing and by his exceptional artistic maturity. The panel of judges unanimously concurred both in the choice of Matthew to be soloist with Ars Viva and in their prediction of a distinguished career for this gifted young musician.”  
Matthew Lipman is presently a scholarship student at the Music Institute of Chicago’s Academy program where he studies with Roland Vamos.  Matthew started his music studies at age ten and has since won first prizes at the 2010 Blount-Slawson Young Artists Competition, 2009 Johansen International String Competition, 2009 ASTA National Solo Competition, 2008 Society of American Musicians Solo Competition, and 2007 Walgreens National Concerto Competition, among others.  
Matthew Lipman performs on a fine viola by Matteo Goffriller, 1700, on generous loan from the Rachel Elizabeth Barton Foundation.
**more**

Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra

Founded in 1995, Ars Viva is a professional orchestra distinguished by performances of very high quality.  Led by Music Director Alan Heatherington, Ars Viva is composed of many of the finest players in the Chicago metropolitan area, including members of the world-renowned Chicago Symphony Orchestra.  Its programs often juxtapose beloved masterworks with less familiar repertoire.  Friendly, informative remarks from the stage provide context for the music and establish a welcoming atmosphere at each concert.

 “Under Heatherington's baton they played not only with conviction and skill, but also with grace and charm, giving the audience two hours in an oasis of beauty and order.”  Dorothy Andries, Pioneer Press

“Heatherington is one of Chicago’s most able conductors, with some of the area’s best instrumentalists at his disposal.  Musicians enjoy the challenges he presents them and so, apparently, do his audiences.  The public appreciates his imaginatively conceived concerts and trusts him to execute everything at a high level.”
John von Rhein, Chicago Tribune

“Over the years, Heatherington and his audiences have come to trust each other.  He talks about each piece of music, new or old, from the podium, and by the time he lifts his baton, listeners know exactly why they are hearing a particular work.”   Wynn Delacoma, Chicago Sun-Times

“Heatherington could also have success in stand-up comedy judging by his wryly witty extemporized introductions.”     Lawrence Johnson, Chicago Tribune

YOUNG CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS INVITED TO ATTEND CONCERTS
In 2007, Ars Viva introduced Music for Life as a way to expand the experience of classical music for families.  The program concept is simple:  parents (or grandparents) bring children from four to ten years of age to Ars Viva Sunday afternoon concerts.  They sit together in the audience for the first orchestral work.  After the opening piece, the Conductor excuses the children to go to a separate space within the Music Center with professional educators from the Music Institute of Chicago.  There they learn more about the music they have heard, the composer or the historical and cultural setting of the music.    Instructors use visual arts, drama, storytelling, and movement to stimulate the children’s own imagination and creativity.  Adult companions enjoy the remainder of the concert, join their children during intermission for refreshments, and pick them up when the concert is over.  The program is offered at no cost for children.   

Seat prices run from $44 - $70 with discount for seniors and youth.  Music for Life children are free when accompanied by a paying adult. Ample free parking is available and the building is handicap accessible.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE FOR AN INTERVIEW, CONTACT:
Gayle Heatherington, gayleheatherington@gmail.com
(847) 244-2302 (home); (224) 383-4164 (cell)     www.arsviva.org
Ars Viva Symphony Orchestra  1560 Rudd Court   Libertyville, IL  60048
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